
Pascack Valley Regional High School District

Pascack Hills High School, Montvale, New Jersey
Pascack Valley High School, Hillsdale, New Jersey

Course Name: English IV/Honors English IV: Reading and Writing for College & Career

Born On: 8/31/17
Revised: August, 2018

Board Approval: 9/24/18



Course: English IV/Honors IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career Grade Level: 12
PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  English IV/Honors English IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career

Description of course:

The Reading and Writing for College course serves primarily familiarize students with the fundamentals of reading and writing that will be
needed at the college level.

The course begins with the study of various modes of writing: various sources are provided for techniques and reference, multiple essays are
presented for modeling and analysis, and numerous resources are included for planning and understanding. The course develops the students’
abilities to craft logical, clear, well- reasoned analyses of various topics in various modes of writing. By understanding these various modes of
writing, students will be able to employ the techniques and understand how authors convey arguments through their writing, thus
understanding how they, the students, can convey arguments through their own writing. The language skills needed to effectively communicate
ideas will also be developed through skill work.

Furthermore, this course will develop the students’ abilities to read closely and analytically. The students will read plays, novels, nonfiction works,
poetry, and short stories centered around core course themes. These works will be supplemented with other media that supports the messages of
the literature and various course texts. The course encourages students to reflect upon the themes and topics, connecting the ideas to the real
world and to themselves.

LGBT/Disabilities: Curriculum shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.
The contributions of people whom we may now identify as LGBTQ+ and persons with disabilities are integral and central to how we conceptualize
ourselves. One way that educators can promote safer school environments is by developing lessons that avoid bias and that include positive
representations of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) people, history, and events. For LGBTQ students, attending a school with
an inclusive curriculum is related to less-hostile school experiences and increased feelings of connectedness to the school community. Inclusive
curriculum benefits all students by promoting diversity and teaching them about the myriad of identities in their communities. Curriculum can serve
as a mirror when it reflects individuals and their experiences back to themselves. Reading, then, becomes a means of self-affirmation, and readers
often seek their mirrors in books. At the same time curriculum can serve as a window when it introduces and provides the opportunity to understand
the experiences and perspectives of those who possess different identities. These windows can offer views of worlds that may be real or imagined,
familiar or strange. Applied to LGBTQ-inclusive curricular content, these mirrors and windows can help create a more positive environment and
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healthy self-concept for LGBTQ students while also raising the awareness of all students. Inclusive curriculum supports students’ abilities to
empathize, connect, and collaborate with a diverse group of peers, skills that are of increasing importance in our multicultural, global society. (from
https://www.glsen.org/activity/inclusive-curriculum-guide)

Differentiation suggestions prepare students for the expectations set forth by various college syllabi:
Bergen Community College: English Skills EBS-021
Bergen Community College: Directed Studies in Writing- EBS-041
Bergen Community College: Directed Studies in Writing II EBS-033
Bergen Community College: EBS-011 Developmental Skills I
Bergen Community College: EBS-012 Developmental Skills II
South Plains College

Differentiation * Accommodations * Modifications

Curriculum Differentiation is a process teachers use to increase achievement by improving the match between the learner’s unique
characteristics: prior knowledge, cognitive level, learning style, motivation, strength or interest and various curriculum components:
Nature of the objective, teaching activities, learning activities, resources and products. This broad notion applies to learners from a diverse
range of abilities, including: Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners, Students with Disabilities, and Students at Risk of School
Failure. Language Arts is a field of education that provides educators with a wealth of opportunities for differentiation, but also real
challenges of meeting the

needs of diverse learners.  This addendum reveals pathways for Language Arts differentiation specific to four distinct student populations.

Teachers can differentiate
● Content: What we teach and how we give students access to the information and ideas that matter
● Process: How students come to understand and “own” the knowledge, understanding, and skills essential to a topic
● Product: How a student demonstrates what he or she has come to know, understand and be able to do as a result of a segment of study

According to students’
● Readiness-The current knowledge, understanding, and skill level a student has related to a particular sequence of learning

https://www.glsen.org/activity/inclusive-curriculum-guide
https://bergen.edu/wp-content/uploads/EBS-021.pdf
https://bergen.edu/wp-content/uploads/EBS-041.pdf
https://bergen.edu/wp-content/uploads/EBS-033.pdf
https://bergen.edu/wp-content/uploads/EBS-011.pdf
https://bergen.edu/wp-content/uploads/EBS-012.pdf
https://southplainscollege.edu/files/file/resources/Faculty%20Syllabi/Arts%20&%20Sciences/English/ENGL0302_all_Fly_fa09.pdf
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● Interest  What a student enjoys learning about, thinking about, and doing
● Learning Style  A student’s preferred mode of learning. It is influenced by learning style, intelligence preference, gender and culture

The NJ ELA Framework http://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/lal/chapt7.pdf contains an in-depth overview for meeting
the needs of diverse learners in ELA. Many of these content specific suggestions are classroom ready. Note: The Standard notations in this
framework document are not according to the 2014 ELA Standards.

http://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/lal/chapt7.pdf
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Gifted and Talented English Language Learners Students with Disabilities Students at Risk of School  Failure

N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1 Curriculum
and instruction

District boards of education shall
develop appropriate curricular
and instructional modifications
used for gifted and talented
students indicating content,
process, products, and learning
environment.

Sample Differentiation
Strategies and Techniques that
apply to ELA

● Learning
Agendas/Contracts

The purpose of adapting content
lessons for LEP students is to
lower the language barrier and
make the English used in such
lessons as comprehensible as
possible. In ELA, LEP students’
capacity to learn can be greatly
inhibited by the academic
vocabulary and, sometimes, lack
of cultural experience living in
the United States for short
periods of time. Every student
deserves an education that
culturally relevant and
meaningful to his/her present
and future lives. ELA is the prime
location for

culturally-relevant pedagogy.

Instructional adaptations for
students with disabilities
include, but are not limited to,
the below approaches. These
general suggestions are
particularly resonant with
students in ELA classroom
settings, grades K-12. The
primary aim of ELA education is
cultivating student
comprehension, verbal and
written communication.

.  For students with disabilities,
self-determination and
independence applies directly to
their educational needs and
interests.

Districts are required to
administer grade level
benchmark and/or interim
assessments in ELA. After each
administration, districts should
analyze the data

to identify which students are
at-risk in this content area. Any of

the strategies outlined in the
other
differentiation/modification
categories may be used to
address the needs of these
students who are at-risk.

Modifications for

Classroom Pair visual

prompts with verbal

presentations
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A learning contract is an
agreement established between
a student and the teacher; it

sometimes involves the student’s
parents. The contract specifies
concrete learning and/or
behavioral objectives for the
student that all parties agree
need to be achieved. The

contract also specifies:
● the goals of the contract

● the obligations of each
party to the contract

● the time frame within
which the terms of the
learning contract are to
be fulfilled

● the basis on which it will
be determined that the
conditions of the contract
were met

Sample Resource

http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/st

aff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%2
0bilash/learning%20contracts.h

tml
● Anchor
Activities-Self-directed specified

ongoing activities in

Educators provide various
grouping strategies such as
flexible grouping and/or paired
learning being sensitive to the
language proficiency level of the
LEP students. A student’s
capacity to become fluent in
English will be greatly enhanced
by activities in oral and written
language that connect one’s own
life in meaningful and engaging
ways.

Instructional Supports:
Hands-on materials
-bilingual dictionaries
-visual aids
-teacher made adaptations,

outlines, study guides
-varied leveled texts of the same

content

Please refer to the following
link-http://www.state.nj.us/edu

cation/modelcurriculum/ela/EL
LSupport.pdf as mentioned on
the NJDOE website.

Preparing students for the
lesson:

Student Motivation –
Expanding student motivation to

learn content in ELA can occur
through: activity choice, appeal

to diverse learning styles, choice
to work with others or alone,
hands-on activities, and
multimodal activities.

Instructional Presentations -
The primary purpose of these
adaptations is to provide special
education students with

teacher-initiated and
teacher-directed interventions

that prepare students for
learning and engage students in
the learning process
(Instructional Preparation);
structure and organize
information to aid
comprehension and recall
(Instructional Prompts); and
foster understanding of new
concepts and processes
(Instructional Application) e.g.
relating to personal experiences,

advance organizers, pre-teaching
vocabulary and/or strategies;
visual demonstrations,
illustrations, models.

Ask students to restate

information, directions, and

assignments.

Repetition and practice

Model skills / techniques

to be mastered.

Extended time to complete class
work

Provide copy of class notes

http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
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Preferential seating to be mutually

determined by the student and

teacher

Student may request to use a

computer to complete

assignments.

Establish expectations for

correct spelling on

assignments.
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which students work
independently.

Sample Resource

http://www.rec4.com/filestore/R
EC4_AnchorActivityPacket_08051

3.pdf

● Curriculum

Compacting- Curriculum
Compacting is an
instructional technique that
is specifically designed to
make appropriate curricular
adjustments for students in

any curricular area and at
any grade level. Essentially,
the procedure involves (1)
defining the goals and
outcomes of a particular
unit

http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
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or segment of instruction, (2)
determining and
documenting which students
have already mastered most
or all of a specified set of
learning outcomes, and (3)
providing replacement
strategies for material

already mastered through the
use of instructional
options that enable a
more

1. Building Background
Information through
brainstorming, semantic
webbing, use of visual aids and
other comprehension strategies.
2. Simplifying Language for
Presentation by using speech
that is appropriate to students’
language proficiency level. Avoid
jargon and idiomatic speech.
3. Developing Content Area
Vocabulary through the use of
word walls and labeling
classroom objects.  Students
encounter new academic
vocabulary in ELA, particularly
when reading fiction and
nonfiction texts in all content
areas.
4. Concept Development-Students
will be learning about different
topics and many new concepts.
Enduring understanding
requires thorough and
contextualized study of these
subjects across grades and
courses in ELA.
5. Giving Directions-Stated
clearly and distinctly and
delivered in both written and
oral forms to ensure that LEP

Instructional Monitoring – ELA
instruction should include
opportunities for students to
engage in goal setting, work with
rubrics and checklists, reward
systems, conferences.

Classroom Organization - The
primary purpose of these
classroom organization
adaptations is to maximize
student attention, participation,
independence, mobility, and
comfort; to promote peer and
adult communication and
interaction; and to provide
accessibility to information,
materials, and equipment.

Student Response - The primary
purpose of student performance
responses is to provide students
with disabilities a means of
demonstrating progress toward
the lesson objectives related to
the ELA Framework activities.

Please refer to NJ ELA
Curriculum Frameworks
referenced above.

Extra textbooks for home.

Student may request books

on tape / CD / digital media,

as available and appropriate.

Assign a peer helper in

the class setting

Provide oral reminders and

check student work during

independent work time

Assist student with long and

short term planning of

assignments
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Encourage student to

proofread assignments

and tests
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challenging and productive students understand the task. In
addition, students should be
provided with/or have access to
directional words such as: circle,
write, draw, cut, underline, etc.

Presenting the Lesson:

-Use multiple strategies and
varied instructional tools to
increase the opportunities for
students to develop meaningful
connections between content
and the language used in
instruction.

-Provide students with
opportunities to express new
knowledge and learning using
written, verbal, and non-verbal
communication.

-Provide students with
opportunities to participate in
numerous ELA discussions to
increase ELLs competency and
confidence in verbal discourse;
frame classroom conversations
on subjects of interest and
cultural relevance.

Teachers will check/sign

student agenda daily

Student requires use of other

assistive technology device

Modifications for Homework and
Assignments

Extended time to

complete assignments.

Student requires more complex

assignments to be broken up and

explained in smaller units, with

work to be submitted in phases.

use of the student's time.
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-Utilize a “reverse chronology”
approach to teaching ELA to
even opportunities for students
with and without vast cultural

Provide the student with clearly

stated (written) expectations

and grading criteria for

assignments.

Implement RAFT activities as they

pertain to the types / modes of

communication (role, audience,

format, topic).

Modifications for Assessments

Extended time on classroom

tests and quizzes.

Sample resource:

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/se
m/semart08.html
● RAFT

Assignments-RAFT is an
acronym for a structured
technique used to guide
student writing. RAFT
assignments are used to
demonstrate a student’s
knowledge using a
defined point of view.
This strategy requires

students to write using an
assigned format to an
audience other than the
teacher.

Sample resource:

http://www.michigan.gov/docum
ents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf

p. 18
● Flexible grouping

Flexible grouping is a range of
grouping students together for
delivering instruction. This can
be as a whole class, a small

group, or with a partner. Flexible

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
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grouping creates temporary
groups that can last an hour, a
week, or even a month.

Sample resource:

http://www.teachhub.com/flexibl
e-grouping-differentiated-instruc
tion-strategy

● Jigsaw Activities

Jigsaw is a strategy that
emphasizes cooperative learning
by providing students an
opportunity to actively help each
other build comprehension. Use
this technique to assign students
to reading groups composed of
varying skill levels. Each group
member is responsible for
becoming an "expert" on one
section of the assigned material
and then "teaching" it to the
other members of the team.

Sample resource:

http://www.adlit.org/strategies/

knowledge and make study of
the ELA more meaningful.

Sample Resources: Can Do
Descriptors -
https://www.wida.us/standar
ds/CAN_DOs/

Colorin Colorado -
http://www.colorincolorado.o
rg/educators/

WIDA - https://www.wida.us/

Student may take/complete tests

in an alternate setting as needed.

Restate, reread, and

clarify

directions/questions

Distribute study guide for

classroom tests.

Establish procedures for

accommodations /

modifications for

assessments.

http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22371/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
https://www.wida.us/
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22371/

http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22371/
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● Depth and Complexity
of Curriculum-Dr.
Sandra Kaplan

Sample resource:

http://img.docstoccdn.co
m/thum
b/orig/119636316.pn
g

● Graphic Organizers

● Extension Menus

Students select from a set
of possible
assignments (3 to 9
choices is common).
Students may be
required to select
more than one choice.
Choices offer
differentiated
objectives. Choices are
often grouped by
complexity of thinking
skill. Activities are
independent so

students have freedom as
well as

http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
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responsibility. A variety
of options enable
students to work in
the mode that most
interests them.

Gr 6-12
http://www.chatt.hds
b.ca/~patte
rsonka/FOV1-000D49
65/FOV1-0

00FF699/DCGL.pdf
Sample p. 43

● Advanced Discussion
Techniques
● Questioning Strategies

http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
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● Depth and Complexity
of Curriculum-Dr.
Sandra Kaplan

Sample resource:

http://img.docstoccdn.com/thum
b/orig/119636316.png

● Graphic Organizers

● Extension Menus

Students select from a set of
possible assignments (3 to 9
choices is common). Students
may be required to select more
than one choice. Choices offer
differentiated objectives.
Choices are often grouped by
complexity of thinking skill.
Activities are independent so

students have freedom as well as

responsibility. A variety of
options enable students to work
in the mode that most interests
them.

http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
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Gr 6-12
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/~patte
rsonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-0

00FF699/DCGL.pdf Sample p. 43
● Advanced Discussion

Techniques
● Questioning Strategies

http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
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21st Century Skills * Interdisciplinary Connections * Integration of Technology *Career Ready Practices

The Pascack Valley Regional High School District’s 9-12 English curricula are aligned with the NJSLS in ELA which address content
knowledge and 21st century themes.  Additionally, they embed 21st century skills, interdisciplinary connections, and the integrations of
technology and career-ready practices in our various units of study by following the curriculum map outlined by the Partnership for 21st
Century Skills and the National Council of Teachers of English.

21st Century Student Outcomes

The elements described in this section as “21st century student outcomes” (represented by the rainbow) are the skills, knowledge and
expertise students should master to succeed in work and life in the 21st century.

1. Content Knowledge and 21st Century Themes

Mastery of fundamental subjects and 21st century themes is essential for students in the 21st century. Disciplines include:
English, reading or language arts

World languages
Arts
Mathematics
Economics
Science
Geography
History
Government and Civics

In addition to these subjects, we believe schools must move beyond a focus on basic competency to promoting understanding of academic
content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into curriculum:

● Global awareness
● Financial, economic, business and entrepreneurial literacy
● Civic literacy
● Health literacy

http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/21st_century_skills_english_map.pdf
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/21st_century_skills_english_map.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/57
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/256
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/257
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/258
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/259
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● Environmental literacy 

2. Learning and Innovation Skills: Learning and innovation skills increasingly are being recognized as the skills that separate students who
are prepared for increasingly complex life and work environments in the 21st century, and those who are not. A focus on creativity,
critical thinking, communication and collaboration is essential to prepare students for the future.

● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication
● Collaboration

3. Information, Media and Technology Skills: Today we live in a technology and media-suffused environment with: 1) access to an
abundance of information, 2) rapid changes in technology tools, and 3) the ability to collaborate and make individual contributions on an
unprecedented scale. To be effective in the 21st century, citizens and workers must be able to create, evaluate, and effectively utilize
information, media, and technology.

● Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● ICT Literacy

4. Life and Career Skills: Today's students need to develop thinking skills, content knowledge, and social and emotional competencies to
navigate complex life and work environments. P21's essential Life and Career Skills include::

● Flexibility & Adaptability
● Initiative & Self Direction
● Social & Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity & Accountability
● Leadership & Responsibility

http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/830
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/262
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/260
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/261
http://www.p21.org/component/content/article/2224
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/264
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/349
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/350
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/266
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Semester 1--College Writing Unit

September--Writing narrative/college essay

October--Writing argument

November--Writing synthesis

December synthesis/research writing

January final synthesis RESEARCH-BASED essay (3-5 pages)

Semester 2--College Reading

***Please note that English courses are recursive and skill-based
in nature; therefore, they do not need to be taught in a linear
manner. Each course curriculum document clearly outlines clearly
defined units of study with robust lists of suggested texts to be
studied in each unit. It is up to the individual teacher to decide in
what order the units will be taught, based on his/her professional
knowledge.

In addition, in September, all English teachers will submit a ‘year
plan’ (similar in form to the chart below) to the English supervisor
that outlines their specific sequences of units for the year. A
similar outline may be presented to students and/or parents at
Back to School night to provide a clear overview of course
content.

This course was designed so that each teacher and his/her classes
would decide together which theme(s) to focus on in terms of
reading materials.  In this way, the teacher will plan for the second
semester by constructing the final reading list and unit sequence
after determining the students’ choice of theme(s) (e.g. gender,
children’s literature).

See below for the textbook that will be used, in addition to many
supplementary source texts, for second semester study.
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English IV: Reading and Writing for College Grade 12

● Honors titles are noted in bold
● Suggested replacement titles are noted with asterisks**
● Teachers may use audio or film versions of titles as appropriate for students’ IEP and/or 504
● Teachers may excerpt selected titles as appropriate for students’ IEP and/or 504

Semester 1: Writing for College

Modes Assessment Course texts/materials

rhetorical analysis--option for
Honors only

each essay graded at time of
submission

They Say/I Say templates

synthesis each essay graded at time of submission Chapters of Everything’s an Argument

Research Paper

open argument each essay graded at time of submission Logical fallacy website
Chapter 18 Everything’s an Argument

reflection + multi-modal—> weekly
response to non-fiction article

● responses can be graded weekly
or as a whole/completion grade

● Honors—> need to write the
response in one of the modes
that we have studied (e.g.

CP—> teacher provides weekly articles
(first 4-5)
Honors—> students select from list
of acceptable sources (e.g. NY Times)

https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/
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cause-effect, process-analysis)

narrative/college essay each essay graded at time of submission Narrative samples from Bedford
College Essay Samples
https://apply.jhu.edu/apply/essays-tha
t-worked/

https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/
apply/essays-that-worked/

https://apps.carleton.edu/admissions/
apply/essay_tips/samples/

timed essay--opening diagnostic
(expository)

each essay graded at time of submission

CP
Paper 1:  College Essay 10%
Paper 2:  Expository Essay (Timed Essay) 15%
Paper 3:  Argument Essay 15%
Paper 4:  Synthesis 15%
Paper 5:  Research Paper (Final Synthesis) 25%
Blog Posts/Reflections/Reading HW 15%
Grammar assessments & vocabulary study 10%
Honors
Paper 1: College Essay 10%
Paper 2:  Expository Essay 10%
Paper 3:  Argument Essay 10%
Paper 4:  Synthesis 15%
Paper 5:  Research Paper 20%
Paper 6:  Rhetorical Analysis 15%
Six Blog Posts/Reflections 10%
Grammar assessments and vocabulary 10%

https://apply.jhu.edu/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://apply.jhu.edu/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://apps.carleton.edu/admissions/apply/essay_tips/samples/
https://apps.carleton.edu/admissions/apply/essay_tips/samples/
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● reflective weekly writing on a blog/Canvas on a current events of their choice
○ *for honors: students must apply aspect of writing into the response (more directed) OR choose a certain expository

essay style to respond in
○ *for honors: create vocabulary list from given articles

● September
○ narrative (college essay)

■ brainstorming—> potential essay topics overall

■ Narrative Essay Rubric

○ expository (definition/cause-effect/process analysis/classification)

■ direct instruction + modeling on all 4, students try all 4, then pick one to fully develop

● October
○ argument—> link to AP Lang prompts
○ Argument Essay Rubric

■ claim/counterclaim
■ counterargument
■ logical fallacy
■ concession + rebuttal
■ ****types of evidence

● anecdotal—> popular figure—> expert opinion—> statistics/data—> historical precedent/scientific fact
○ They Say/I Say templates

● November
○ synthesis essay
○ Argument Essay Rubric

● December/January

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5-kxS7d5nTuWmdTaVVxY25MdEE
https://mseffie.com/AP/Language_Prompts.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5-kxS7d5nTuWXRHU0Z4Sm1DUDA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5-kxS7d5nTuWXRHU0Z4Sm1DUDA
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○ final synthesis RESEARCH-BASED essay (3-5 pages) NY Times argument prompts
○ Argument Essay Rubric

■ we provide 1-2 sources, they find 4-5 on their own
● teacher provides 3-4 sources, students find 2-3 on their own: all must be teacher approved

■ they have been reading nonfiction articles for about a month or two of free choice, and then they hone in on one issue
that will then become their research paper topic

■ research topic proposal (can count as reflection-in course packet)--> their organizational pattern must be stated
directly

■ students must annotate/highlight their own paper for submission, indicating where they have used techniques they
have used

■ create their own claim (approval), outline (required)
■ create a Noodletools annotated Works Cited page

https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/04/200-prompts-for-argumentative-writing/?_r=0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5-kxS7d5nTuWXRHU0Z4Sm1DUDA
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Unit 1: Narrative Writing/the college essay**

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA

NJSLSA.W3.
NJSLSA.W4.
NJSLSA.W5.
W.11-12.3.
W.11-12.4

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

● use elements of narration to build suspense, interest, etc. in a piece of
writing

● generate their own topics for writing**
● compare their narrative writing to previous narrative samples**
● write a formal narrative essay**
● work collaboratively with peers to refine writing

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand (BIG IDEA)

● students will understand how
their narrative writing can
differentiate themselves from
other college applicants**

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)
● how to write using a variety of

tenses
● how to write while maintaining

a specific voice**
● how to write to a specific

length**

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments Summative Assessment(s)
A narrative rubric will be used to
assess the college essay

1:1 teacher:student conferences and structured peer editing

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Nonfiction: N/A ● reading previous student college essays**
● college essay template handout: types of college essay

formats**
● narrative writing and tenses: a class discussion**
● drafting the college essay**

Audio/Visual: N/A
Writing: Previous student essays
Language: N/A
Speaking/Listening: N/A
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● structured peer editing
● 1:1 meetings with instructor/rewriting process**
● finalizing narrative piece**

Unit 2: Expository Writing

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA:

NJSLSA.W2. Write
informative/explanatory texts to
examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately
through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach.

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including
the Internet, to produce and publish
writing and to interact and collaborate
with others.

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

● write effectively in a variety of expository modes
● deploy a variety of organizational patterns in writing

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand (BIG IDEA)

that writing to inform is one of the main
life skills that transcend choice of
career or major

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)

● the characteristics of definition,
classification, cause-effect and
process-analysis writing
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NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as
more sustained research projects,
utilizing an inquiry-based research
process, based on focused questions,
demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant
information from multiple print and
digital sources, assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source, and
integrate the information while
avoiding plagiarism.

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from
literary or informational texts to
support analysis, reflection, and
research.

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over
extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or
a day or two) for a range of tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments Summative Assessment(s)

● drafting multiple essays based
on models and direct
instruction

● peer feedback on models

● submitted final draft of one of the four expository essays that students will
learn about and try
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Nonfiction: ● direct instruction by teacher on each of the four
modes
❏ PPT, Keynote, resources from AP Lang

websites
● whole-class reading of several model essays in each

mode
● students draft each type of essay
● peer review of the drafts
● 1:1 teacher conferences on drafts
● revision workshop on final draft

selections from The Language of Composition, The Bedford
Reader (Ch. 6, 10, 11, 12)
teacher selections from The New York Times, The New Yorker,
New York Magazine, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington
Post

Unit 3: Argument Writing
Stage 1 Desired Results

NJSLS in ELA

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to
support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style
are
appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant
information from multiple print and

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

write arguments in support of claims in an analysis of substantive topics while
using valid reasoning and relevant and compelling evidence.

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand (BIG IDEA)

● claims/counterclaims must be
clear in order for readers to
understand the main idea of the
writing

● arguments must be devoid of
fallacies and offer concessions in
order to appeal to various
readers

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)

● develop a claim/counterclaim
● produce writing devoid of logical

fallacies
● substantiate a concession and

rebuttal to combat a
counterargument

● utilize various types of evidence:
anecdotal, popular figure, expert
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digital sources, assess the credibility
and
accuracy of each source, and integrate
the information while avoiding
plagiarism.

● evidence must be varied,
relevant, and compelling in
order to support argument

opinion, statistics/data,
historical precedent/scientific
fact

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments Summative Assessment(s)

● writing to learn activities
● drafting of argument paper
● peer conferences on drafts

● final draft of argument essay

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Nonfiction:
● They Say/ I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein
● Everything’s an Argument by Andrea A. Lunsford and

John J. Ruszkiewicz
● AP Lang Writing Prompts

● direct instruction by teacher on each of the four
modes

○ PPT, Keynote, resources from AP Lang
websites

● whole-class reading of several model essays in each
mode

● students draft each type of essay
● peer review of the drafts
● 1:1 teacher conferences on drafts
● revision workshop on final draft

Unit 4: Synthesis Writing**

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to
support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

● synthesize new information to write an informed, coherent, compelling,
valid argument

Meaning Acquisition

https://mseffie.com/AP/Language_Prompts.pdf
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reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style
are
appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant
information from multiple print and
digital sources, assess the credibility
and
accuracy of each source, and integrate
the information while avoiding
plagiarism.

Students will understand (BIG IDEA)

that arguments are made by drawing on
multiple sources and considering
multiple viewpoints before arriving at a
claim/conclusion **

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)

● all argument terms listed above
(in argument unit)

● what actual synthesis of sources
looks like in practice**

● how to properly and effectively
integrate quotations into
writing**

● proper MLA 8 citation format
and punctuation**

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments Summative Assessment(s)

● group work on synthesis for
practice & present to class

● drafting of synthesis essay**
● conferences with peers and

teacher

● finished synthesis essay

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Writing: AP English Language Synthesis Essay prompts from
College Board

● teacher to present basics of synthesis**
● mini-lessons on how to properly and effectively

integrate quotations into writing and proper MLA 8
citation format and punctuation**

● peer review work
● 1:1 conferences with teacher**
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● revision work to finalize draft of essay**

Unit 5: Research-Based Synthesis Essay

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to
support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence.

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the
development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a
new approach.

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as
more sustained research projects,
utilizing an inquiry-based research
process, based on focused questions,
demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

write a college level research paper by using relevant databases and constructing
convincing arguments

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand (BIG IDEA)
how to use academic research when
constructing advanced arguments**

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)
● read and analyze

nonfiction texts**
● conduct research using

databases**
● construct arguments

supported by inquiry
● cite sources both in the

essay and the work cited
page**
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NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant
information from multiple print and
digital sources, assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source, and
integrate the information while
avoiding plagiarism.

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from
literary or informational texts to
support analysis, reflection, and
research.

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over
extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or
a day or two) for a range of tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments Summative Assessment(s)
Article reflections
Noodletool account
Research Proposal
Outline

Synthesis Research Based Essay (3-5pp)

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Nonfiction: Articles from newspapers, websites, and journals ● teacher provides 1-2 sources, students conduct
research using digital databases to find 1-2 of their
own

o teacher provides most of the sources, students
find a few**

● students will have been reading nonfiction articles for

Audio/Visual: Model essays and work cited pages
Writing: NY Times Argument Prompts, Topic Proposal,
Outline,
Language: Revise and edit paper in regards to style and
conventions
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about a month or two of free choice, and then they
hone in on one issue that will then become their
research paper topic

● students will compose a research topic proposal**
and directly state their organizational pattern

● students must annotate/highlight their own paper for
submission, indicating where they have used
techniques they have used

● create their own claim (approval), outline (required)
**

● create a Noodletools annotated Works Cited page **

Speaking/Listening: Mini-lessons focusing on conducting
research, reading nonfiction, composing arguments, & citing
sources
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Sample Syllabus and 14-week class plan

Students will:
● generate their own topics for writing**
● use elements of narration to build suspense, interest, etc. in a piece of writing
● compare their narrative writing to previous narrative samples**
● write a formal narrative essay**
● work collaboratively with peers to refine writing
● write effectively in a variety of expository modes
● deploy a variety of organizational patterns in writing
● write arguments in support of claims in an analysis of substantive topics while using valid reasoning and relevant and compelling

evidence**
● synthesize new information to write an informed, coherent, compelling, valid argument**
● write a college level research paper by using relevant databases and constructing convincing arguments**

Grades in the course will be assigned as follows:

Paper 1  College Essay** 5%
Paper 2  Expository Essay 15%
Paper 3  Argument Essay 15%
Paper 4  Synthesis** 15%
Paper 5  Research Paper** 10% BENCHMARK
Six Blog Posts/Reflections** 15%
**IXL/Grammar Work  and Vocabulary Studies**               15%

**Course Schedule (Subject to Change, specifically altered for differentiation)

The activities given below are suggestions which give students practice with the sorts of skills that we want them to develop over the course of
the semester. The pacing of the course is a suggestion; in particular, other instructors have the two short papers due much later in the course of
the semester.
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Wee
k

Topic for Discussion Materials

Week
1

Intro. to Narrative essay, College Essay, college essay
template, narrative rubric**

Brainstorm potential college essay topics overall**

Model 4 types of expository essays:
(definition/cause-effect/process analysis/classification)

Students attempt all 4 types of expository essays & then
select one type of expository essay to compose

Accepted Student Essays from Carleton College, John
Hopkins University, & Connecticut College**

Expository Essays

Definition Essay
● Chapter 12 of The Bedford Reader: “Definition:

Tracing a Boundary”
● Sample Definition Essays from The Language of

Composition

Compare/Contrast Essay
● Chapter 7 from The Bedford Reader: “Comparison

and Contrast: Setting Things Side by Side”
● Examples of Compare/Contrast Essays from The

Language of Composition

Process Analysis (How To) Essay
● Chapter 8 from The Bedford Reader: “Process

Analysis: Explaining Step by Step”
● Examples of Process Analysis Essays from The

Language of Composition

Classification Essay
● Chapter 10 from The Bedford Reader:

“Classification: Sorting into Kinds”
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● Examples of Classification Essays from The
Language of Composition

Week
2

Drafting**, peer conferencing and revising of essays;
teacher/aid conferencing**

Week
3

Drafting**, peer conferencing and revising of essays;
teacher/aid conferencing**

Week
4

Introduce nonfiction reading assignment** for the final
research-based synthesis essay at the end of the
semester

Finish drafting**, peer conferencing and revising of
essays**

Week
5

Analysis and argument
Introduce AP Language Prompts
Introduce:

● claim/counterclaim—> They Say/I Say templates
● counterargument
● logical fallacy
● concession + rebuttal
● types of evidence: anecdotal—> popular figure—>

expert opinion—> statistics/data—> historical
precedent/scientific fact

Types of Argument
● Types of argument

Argumentation Terms

● Extensive list of argumentation terms (from

Everything’s An Argument)

Using Evidence to Build Arguments

● Using evidence to build arguments

https://drive.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/file/d/0B_oog8ImhVg2aVhYSjliMkFzREE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/file/d/0B_oog8ImhVg2SkdZQzNCRGRsOVU/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X-SPzPq2PnRSK-3gUK9GbHur31VZPBOLni2yxDLHYhY/edit
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Continue nonfiction reading assignment for the final
research-based synthesis essay at the end of the
semester

Argument Essay Structure

● Argument essay structure

Claim/Counterclaim
● Types of claims

○ Claim handout

○ Evaluating a claim

○ Parts of argument

○ Audience analysis worksheet #1

○ Audience analysis worksheet #2

○ They Say/ I Say Sentence Templates

Week
6

Continue nonfiction reading assignment** for the final
research-based synthesis essay at the end of the
semester

Drafting, peer conferencing and revising of essays

Week
7

Continue nonfiction reading assignment** for the final
research-based synthesis essay at the end of the
semester

Drafting, peer conferencing and revising of essays

http://www.essaywritinghelp.com/argumentative.htm
https://drive.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/file/d/0B_oog8ImhVg2OUFWZkYwQTdLNXc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/file/d/0B_oog8ImhVg2ZHFCazBMVG52TlE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/file/d/0B_oog8ImhVg2bkw3bDdtQ2Nhak0/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QzYd20vcaf4BpmF2GnNFCiFuGC_6Eo1XTJ3K86hyuTs/edit
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/faculty-resources/classroom-handouts/audience-analysis/
https://drive.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/file/d/0B_oog8ImhVg2bk5xYkUtR25XRXc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CY7u-rZDyWRlmqMlA47B2ueHcMcVWR_-onF6nYPjnn8/edit
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Week
8

Continue nonfiction reading assignment** for the final
research-based synthesis essay at the end of the
semester

Finish drafting, peer conferencing and revising of essays

Week
9

Synthesis Essay**
Argument Essay Rubric**
Introduce AP Language Synthesis Prompts

Continue nonfiction reading assignment** for the final
research-based synthesis essay at the end of the
semester

Week
10

Continue nonfiction reading assignment** for the final
research-based synthesis essay at the end of the
semester

Drafting**, peer conferencing and revising of essays;
teacher/aid conferencing**

Week
11

Continue nonfiction reading assignment** for the final
research-based synthesis essay at the end of the
semester

Finish drafting**, peer conferencing and revising of
essays
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Week
12**

Final Research Paper

Introduce synthesis research-based essay
Look at NY Times argument essay prompts
Review teacher-provider sources
Research Topic Proposal
Annotate/highlight to indicate techniques learned
Create outline for approval
Develop annotated works cited page
Create Noodletools account

Topic Proposal Questions
- What do you want to write about?
- What do you already know?
- What do you need to find out?
- So What? Why is your topic worth exploring?

NY Times Argument Essay Prompts:
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/04/200-p
rompts-for-argumentative-writing/?_r=1

OWL Model Work Cited:
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/12/

Week
13

Continue drafting synthesis research-based essay**

Week
14

Submit synthesis research-based essay**

Week
15

Course Packet:**
- RAFT/Topic Chart**
- What is a Syllabus?**

○ Course Syllabus**
○ Example Syllabi**

■ Bergen**

https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/04/200-prompts-for-argumentative-writing/?_r=1
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/04/200-prompts-for-argumentative-writing/?_r=1
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/12/
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■ Rutgers**
■ PSU**

- College Essay Samples**
○ Accepted Students Models What do you want to write about?**

■ https://apply.jhu.edu/apply/essays-that-worked/
■ https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/apply/essays-that-worked/
■ https://apps.carleton.edu/admissions/apply/essay_tips/samples/

- Expository Essays
○ Definition Essay

■ Chapter 12 of The Bedford Reader: “Definition: Tracing a Boundary”
■ Sample Definition Essays from The Language of Composition

● over 20 to choose from
○ Compare/Contrast Essay

■ Chapter 7 from The Bedford Reader: “Comparison and Contrast: Setting Things Side by Side”
■ Examples of Compare/Contrast Essays from The Language of Composition

● 25 to choose from
○ Process Analysis (How To) Essay

■ Chapter 8 from The Bedford Reader: “Process Analysis: Explaining Step by Step”
■ Examples of Process Analysis Essays from The Language of Composition

● roughly 8 to choose from
○ Classification Essay

■ Chapter 10 from The Bedford Reader: “Classification: Sorting into Kinds”
■ Examples of Classification Essays from The Language of Composition

● 10 examples to choose from
- Argumentation**

○ Chapter One from Everything’s an Argument: “Everything Is an Argument”**
○ Types of Argument

■ Types of argument

○ Argumentation Terms

■ Extensive list of argumentation terms (from Everything’s An Argument)

https://apply.jhu.edu/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://www.conncoll.edu/admission/apply/essays-that-worked/
https://apps.carleton.edu/admissions/apply/essay_tips/samples/
https://drive.google.com/a/pascack.k12.nj.us/file/d/0B_oog8ImhVg2aVhYSjliMkFzREE/view?usp=sharing
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○ Argument Essay Structure

■ Argument essay structure

○ Parts of Argument

■ Parts of argument

■ Audience analysis worksheet #1

■ Audience analysis worksheet #2

○ Evidence

■ Hierarchy of evidence

■ Evaluating evidence for bias

■ Using evidence to build arguments

○ Claim/Counterclaim
■ Types of claims

■ Claim handout

■ Evaluating a claim

■ They Say/ I Say Sentence Templates
○ Fallacies of Argument

■ Chapter 18 Everything’s an Argument
● Fallacies of Emotional Argument
● Fallacies of Ethical Argument
● Fallacies of Logical Argument

■ Logical fallacy handout (review)

○ Concession + Rebuttal
■ Resource for concession and counterargument
■ The Language of Concession handout
■ Making Concessions & Counterarguments
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■ Concession/rebuttal PPT

■ Refuting worksheet

■ Conclusion with concession and rebuttal

○ Synthesis Essay**
● Ch. 3 in The Language of Composition**

■ Prompts to be used at teacher discretion (all from AP Lang./Comp. previous tests)
■ 2009 Form B Based on seven sources concerning public education. Choose an issue related to the tension in schools

between individuality and conformity. Write an essay in which you use this issue to argue the extent to which schools
should support individuality or conformity

■ 2010 Form B Based on six sources concerning daylight savings time. Synthesize at least three of the sources into an
essay that evaluates daylight saving time and offers a recommendation about its continued use.

■ 2011 Based on seven sources concerning locavores, people who have decided to eat locally grown or produced products
as much as possible, for sustainability and nutrition. Imagine that a community is considering organizing a locavore
movement. In an essay that synthesizes at least three of the sources identify the key issues associated with the locavore
movement and examine their implications for the community.

■ 2012 Based on eight sources concerning the US Postal Service. Synthesize information from at least three of the sources
and incorporate it into a coherent, well-developed essay that argues a clear position on whether the USPS should be
restructured to meet the needs of a changing world, and if so, how.

■ 2013 The need to memorialize events or people is complex; in some cases, monuments honor moments of great
achievement, while in other cases, monuments pay homage to deep sacrifice. A monument’s size, location, and materials
are all considerations in planning and creating a memorial to the past. Based on seven sources concerning
memorialization. Synthesize information from at least three of the sources and incorporate into an essay that examines
the factors a group or agency should consider in memorializing an event or person and in creating a monument.

■ 2014 Many recent college graduates have faced record levels of unemployment. This situation has led people to
question what they value about higher education. Some high school students and their parents are wondering if a
college education is worth the cost. Others, however, believe that a college education prepares students for more than
just a job or career. Based on six sources concerning the value of a college education. Synthesize information from at
least three of the sources and incorporate it into a coherent, well- developed essay that evaluates whether college is
worth its cost.

■ 2015 Many high schools, colleges, and universities have honor codes or honor systems: sets of rules or principles that
are intended to cultivate integrity. These rules or principles often take the form of written positions on practices like
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cheating, stealing, and plagiarizing as well as on the consequences of violating the established codes. Based on six
sources, synthesize information from at least three of the sources and incorporate it into a coherent, well-developed
argument for your own position on whether your school should establish, maintain, revise, or eliminate an honor code
or honor system.

■ 2017 As the Internet changes what and how people read, there has been considerable debate about the future of public
libraries. While some commentators question whether libraries can stay relevant, others see new possibilities for
libraries in the changing dynamics of today’s society. Carefully read the following six sources, including the introductory
information for each source. Then synthesize information from at least three of the sources and incorporate it into a
coherent, well-developed essay in which you develop a position on the role, if any, that public libraries should serve in
the future.

■

- Research Essay**
○ Topic Proposal (Document from Brett)**

■ What do you want to write about?
■ What do you already know?
■ What do you need to find out?
■ So What? Why is your topic worth exploring?

○ Ch. 7 in Everything’s an Argument**
○ Ch. 19-21 in Everything’s an Argument**
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Semester 2: Reading for College

Required Choice Suggested Unit(s)
Novels/Plays 2-3 novels/plays 1984 by George Orwell

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Brave New World** by Aldous Huxley
Hamlet** by William Shakespeare
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
The Awakening by Kate Chopin
A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams
A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen
The Lone Ranger & Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman
Alexie
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
Oedipus** by Sophocles
Fahrenheit 451** by Ray Bradbury

Power & Freedom

Identity / Decisions &
Success
Decisions & Success /
Power & Freedom
Power & Freedom
Conducive for all units
Decisions & Success
Identity

Identity / Decisions &
Success
Identity
Decisions & Success
Power & Freedom

Short Stories 3-4 required
stories from
Uncharted
Territory
anthology by Jim
Burke

2-3 required
stories from
Uncharted
Territory

Selections from Uncharted Territory within specified
thematic unit(s)

● “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin (Freedom)**

● Speech at the Youth Takeover of the United Nation by
Malala Yousafzai (Freedom)**

“Welcome to the Monkey House”

“Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow”

All

All

All



Course: English IV/Honors IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career Grade Level: 12
PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP

anthology by Jim
Burke**

“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson**

Poetry 5-6 required
poems from
Uncharted
Territory
anthology by Jim
Burke

3-4 required
poems from
Uncharted
Territory
anthology by Jim
Burke**

Selections from Uncharted Territory within specified
thematic unit(s)

● “Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou (Freedom)**
● “Success is Counted Sweetest” by Emily Dickinson

(Success)**
● “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost

(Decisions)**

All

Nonfiction 3-4 required
essays/nonfiction
texts from
Uncharted
Territory
anthology by Jim
Burke, plus
additional
appropriate
selections

2-3 required
essays/nonfiction
texts from
Uncharted
Territory
anthology by Jim

Selections from Uncharted Territory within specified
thematic unit(s)

“The Danger of a Single Story” TED Talk**

All

Power & Freedom**
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Burke, plus
additional
appropriate
selections**

Audio/Visual Relevant selected
TED talks,
political cartoons,
podcasts, or
scenes from
films/adaptation
s.

3-4 choices
Return to Paradise
Clips:

● V for Vendetta
● The Running Man
● The Hunger Games
● Enemy of the State
● Minority Report
● The Planet of the Apes

Film adaptations of select texts
Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon
Good Will Hunting**

Decisions & Success**
Power & Freedom

Identity / Decisions &
Success

Identity / Decisions &
Success

Writing 4 required essays.
Use curriculum
overview as guide.
We will adjust as
needed.

Ongoing reflective writing pieces pertinent to the thematic
units

All

Language 12th Grade
Domain specific
language and
vocabulary as per
Skills Progression
Chart.**  See link:

IXL
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https://docs.goo
gle.com/docume
nt/d/1I9mKqfNie
mG-7TSxWoVRqa
4KVKjFv1bmErYx
tUktJWQ/edit

Speaking/Listenin
g

Socratic Seminars**
Multimedia Presentations**
Debates
Class Discussions**

All
All
All
All

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I9mKqfNiemG-7TSxWoVRqa4KVKjFv1bmErYxtUktJWQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I9mKqfNiemG-7TSxWoVRqa4KVKjFv1bmErYxtUktJWQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I9mKqfNiemG-7TSxWoVRqa4KVKjFv1bmErYxtUktJWQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I9mKqfNiemG-7TSxWoVRqa4KVKjFv1bmErYxtUktJWQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I9mKqfNiemG-7TSxWoVRqa4KVKjFv1bmErYxtUktJWQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I9mKqfNiemG-7TSxWoVRqa4KVKjFv1bmErYxtUktJWQ/edit
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Unit 1: Power and Freedom** (5-7 weeks)

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA

New Jersey Student Learning
Standards for English Language Arts
Grades 11-12

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

● read critically**
● identify the various forms power takes**
● explore  how a person or entity assumes, maintains, and loses power**
● define freedom**
● question the veracity of freedom
● write reflectively and analytically about power and freedom**
● speak confidently and fluently in class discussions, debates, and

presentations**
● draw connections between literature and contemporary society**
● be conscious, global citizens **

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand (BIG IDEA)

● definition of freedom**
● who is free and why**
● what limits/withholds freedom
● who holds power and why**
● how power is used and abused**
● types/sources of power**
● relationship between power and

freedom**
● how abuse of power impacts

individual and/or collective
freedom**

● how media shapes truth and
reality**

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)
● how language creates/distorts

meaning
● differences between denotation

and connotation
● definitions of the  the following

terms: euphemism, jargon,
gobbledygook,inflated language,
doublespeak

● close reading skills**
● characteristics of dystopian

fiction**
● that power takes many shapes

and forms and is influenced by

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
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one’s gender, race, and
socioeconomic status**

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments Summative Assessment(s)
Class discussions**
Socratic Seminars**
Reading check quizzes**
Ongoing reflective writings**

● Video Project for 1984: “Two Minutes Hate” project (completed after Book
One)

● Research Based Synthesis Essay: Research relevant psychological
experiments (Milgram, Stanford, “Third Wave” Teaching Experiment, Asch
Conformity Experiment, Good Samaritan Experiment, Bystander Apathy
Experiment, etc.) and apply results to texts read this semester.

● Formal Speech: Access the most recent Time magazine 100 Most Influential
People list and learn more about one person you do not know but is having
an influence and using power (whether in a positive or negative way).
Share findings through organized presentation in the format of a
nomination speech.

● Social Media Exploration (multi-media presentation): research how a
specific social media platform has influenced freedom of expression,
inspired a movement that challenges or reclaims power, or has provided a
false sense of power and influence.

○ Choice of 1 or 2

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Novels/Plays:
1984 by George Orwell
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

● Read assigned texts, watch films/clips, observe art
and visual texts.**

● Participate in Socratic Seminar after having read
excerpts or multiple texts from Uncharted Territory.**
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Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
Othello by Shakespeare
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli  (excerpt)

● Respond to close reading questions on written
quizzes or class/online discussions.

● Write research paper, formal speech, reflection essay,
plan for presentation, storyboard for video.

● Conduct research, assess sources for accuracy,
applicability, and reliability. **

Short Stories:
“Graffiti” by Julio Cortazar
“The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin
“Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow” by Kurt
Vonnegut
“Welcome to the Monkey House” by Kurt Vonnegut
“Dear John Wayne” by Louise Erdrich
Poetry:
“Power” by Adrienne Rich
“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou
“Saturday at the Canal” by Gary Soto
“Our Declaration” by Danielle Allen (excerpt)
Twelve Years a Slave by Solomon Northup (excerpt)
“Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson
“Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” by Elizabeth
Cady Stanton
“For the Love of Pretty Things” by Robert R. Johnson
“Emancipation Proclamation” by Abraham Lincoln
“Privacy of Place” by Lori Andrews
“The Psychology of Evil” by Philip Zimbardo
“The Bill of Rights” by James Madison
“The Terror” by Junot Diaz
Quiet by Susan Cain (excerpt)
Audio/Visual:
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Political cartoons by Arthur Szyk: “He’s at the End of the
Rope Now” and “Ink and Blood”
“The Danger of a Single Story” TED Talk
“The Psychology of Evil” TED Talk by Philip Zimbardo
https://www.ted.com/talks/philip_zimbardo_on_the_psycho
logy_of_evil
“Under the Influence” by Ted Greenwald
Clips:

● V for Vendetta
● The Running Man
● The Hunger Games
● Enemy of the State
● Minority Report
● The Planet of the Apes

Film adaptations of select texts
Writing: On-going reflective writing pieces pertinent to the
thematic units
Language: IXL
Speaking/Listening:
Socratic Seminars
Multimedia Presentations
Debates
Class Discussions
Speeches

Unit 2: Identity (5-7 weeks)

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

https://www.ted.com/talks/philip_zimbardo_on_the_psychology_of_evil
https://www.ted.com/talks/philip_zimbardo_on_the_psychology_of_evil
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New Jersey Student Learning
Standards for English Language Arts
Grades 11-12

● read critically
● explore  how a person or group of people identifies him/her/themselves
● understand that identity is influenced by external factors
● question the need or desire to identify oneself with a particular race,

gender, age, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, religion, or
other factor

● write reflectively and analytically about identity
● speak confidently and fluently in class discussions, debates, and

presentations
● draw connections between literature, contemporary society, and self
● explain how their identity has been shaped by influential external factors

such as family, community, school, religion
● explain how their identity has been shaped by internal factors such as age,

gender, personal growth and experiences

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand (BIG IDEA)

● there are a multitude of ways to
identity oneself (race, gender,
religion, ethnicity, etc.)

● identities change over time
● we are comprised of a variety of

“selves”
● differences between self v.

perceived identity
● identity is not “fixed” and is often

ever-changing

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)
● close reading skills
● Shakespearean reading skills:

blank verse, dramatic irony,
soliloquy, aside, iambic
pentameter, couplet, poetry
terms, etc.

● Dramatic Structure of Tragedy
● Characteristics of ancient,

classic, and modern tragedy
(and the tragic hero)

● writing literary analysis essay
(read samples)

● awareness of social media and

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
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its influence on one’s identity
● understanding non-traditional

text structures and its impact on
the meaning of the story

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments Summative Assessment(s)
Class discussions
Socratic Seminars
Reading check quizzes
Ongoing reflective writings

● Literary Analysis Essay: Emily Dickinson begins her poem: “I’m Nobody!
Who are you? / Are you - Nobody - too?” Write a response that answers her
question from the point of view of a protagonist from one of the texts in
this unit.

● Research/Self-Reflection Paper or Presentation: The idea that teens (and
adults) present different selves online implies that we could have different
identities in different contexts. Research the topics of “possible selves
theory” and “cognitive dissonance,” with the goals to: demonstrate
understanding these theories, to consider implications for society, to apply
to one’s own life.

● Close reading/analysis of Hamlet’s soliloquies and apply one of Hamlet’s
existential questions to a personal writing/reflection piece.

● Two-minute Hamlet performance.

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Novels/Plays:
Hamlet by William Shakespeare
The Lone Ranger & Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman
Alexie
The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
from Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

● Read assigned texts, watch films/clips, observe art
and visual texts.

● Participate in Socratic Seminar after having read
excerpts or multiple texts from Uncharted Territory.

● Respond to close reading questions on written
quizzes or class/online discussions.

● Write research paper, formal speech, reflection essay,
plan for presentation, storyboard for video.

● Conduct research, assess sources for accuracy,Short Stories:
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applicability, and reliability.
● Perform meaningful soliloquies and scenes of a

Shakespearean play.

“I Stand Here Ironing” by Tillie Olsen
“A & P” by John Updike
Poetry:
“Two Worlds” by Pat Mora
“Digging” by Seamus Heaney
Nonfiction:
“Relations” by Eula Biss
“The Fire on the 57 Bus” by Daska Slater
“They Myth of the Latin Woman: I Just Met a Girl Named
Maria” by Judith Ortiz Cofer
“Just Walk on By: Black Men and Public Space” by Brent
Staples
“Beauty: When the Other Dancer is the Self” by Alice Walker
“Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan
Audio/Visual:
“Inside the Mind of a Master Procrastinator” TED Talk by
Tim Urban
“Street Calculus” by Gary Trudeau
Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon
Good Will Hunting
Writing: On-going reflective writing pieces pertinent to the
thematic units
Language: IXL
Speaking/Listening:
Socratic Seminars
Multimedia Presentations
Debates
Class Discussions

https://www.ted.com/talks/tim_urban_inside_the_mind_of_a_master_procrastinator#t-470841
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Unit 3: Decisions and Success** (5-7 weeks)

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA

New Jersey Student Learning
Standards for English Language Arts
Grades 11-12

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

● understand the impact of moral dilemmas not only in the texts but also in
their own lives (see NY Times editorial on moral dilemmas)**

● explore the disparate definitions of success **
● compare and contrast personal definitions of success v. society’s definition

of it**
● reflect on own decision making process and effects those decisions have

had and will have on students’ lives
● recognize the repercussions and consequences of characters’ decisions and

the impact of them on the larger themes and questions of the texts**

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand (BIG IDEA)

● motivating factors in
decision-making**

● consequences of decisions**
● definitions of success/what it

means to succeed**
● “Oftentimes, we make no

conscious decision to do
something; rather, like Alice we
just jump down that rabbit hole
and figure it out when we arrive
in Wonderland” (Burke 409). **

● the correlations between
success and happiness**

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)
● how to analyze non-fiction texts

using SOAPS and/or
SIGNPOSTS**

● Cornell notes or other
note-taking template used to
guide reading**

● Annotation of electronic texts
using online annotation (Diigo,
etc.) or Adobe Acrobat Pro**

● how to apply poetic analysis
(TP-CASTT) **

● close reading skills ** with focus
on symbolism

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g1112.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/0B-qpLlzUagsdfk0zMmpmWEx0bTZBTEM3ZzE5Q3RGbXRheVM5RVRkQnU3N2pxYkZUMWlHeGM
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● the definitions of, and
relationships between, fear,
failure, decisions, redemption,
guilt, punishment, and success**

● Ibsen and characteristics of
dramatic realism

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments Summative Assessment(s)
Class discussions**
Socratic Seminars**
Reading check quizzes**
Ongoing reflective writings**

● TED Talk Analysis: students select a TED Talk on either success or
decisions, locate non-fiction articles that correlate with its overarching
message and put them in conversation.

● Research modern examples of people/groups who have had to redeem
themselves (public figures who suffered consequences of decisions and
have had to make public apology and take actions to restore reputation).
This can be presented or debated to determine public vs. private
redemption.

● Poetry study/analysis related to theme of success - jigsaw groups each
assigned a different poem based on decision and success and give mini
presentations to other groups in stations.

● Found poem using select short stories to highlight the consequences,
definitions, implications, and effects of decisions and success.

○ Choose 1 or 2**

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Novels/Plays:
Hamlet by William Shakespeare
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams
A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen
Oedipus & Antigone by Sophocles

● Read assigned texts, watch films/clips, observe art
and visual texts.**

● Participate in Socratic Seminar after having read
excerpts or multiple texts from Uncharted Territory.**

● Respond to close reading questions on written
quizzes or class/online discussions.**

● Write research paper, formal speech, reflection essay,Short Stories:
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plan for presentation, storyboard for video.**
● Conduct research, assess sources for accuracy,

applicability, and reliability.**

“Lost” by Wes Moore
“Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell
“A Breakthrough” by Francisco Jimenez
“The Rocking-Horse Winner” by D.H. Lawrence
Poetry:
“The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost
“The Pomegranate” by Eavan Boland
“Success is Counted Sweetest” by Emily Dickinson
Nonfiction:
“Oh, the Choices You’ll Make!” by Sheena Iyengar
“Doing the Right Thing” by Michael Sandel
Korematsu v. United States - Supreme Court
“The Tortoise and the Hype” by Carlin Flora
“He’s Got Success on the Brain” by Curt Schleier
“A Jamaican Story” by Malcolm Gladwell
“The Element” by Ken Robinson
“from Coach” by Michael Lewis
“Plan for Attaining Moral Perfection” by Benjamin Franklin
Audio/Visual:
“The Matrix in Me” by Brooke Gladstone
Return to Paradise
Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon
Good Will Hunting
A variety of TED Talks (see success)
Writing: On-going reflective writing pieces pertinent to the
thematic units
Language: IXL and Vocabulary Studies
Speaking/Listening:
Socratic Seminars
Multimedia Presentations
Debates
Class Discussions



Course: English IV/Honors IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career Grade Level: 12
PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP



Course: English IV/Honors IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career Grade Level: 12
PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP



Course: English IV/Honors IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career Grade Level: 12
PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP



Course: English IV/Honors IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career Grade Level: 12
PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP



Course: English IV/Honors IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career Grade Level: 12
PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP



Course: English IV/Honors IV: Reading and Writing for College and Career Grade Level: 12
PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP


